(This article assumes that you are familiar with the workings of Windows '95 and your system configuration.)





Windows '95 and DOS Games





Some games will function fine under Win ‘95, but unless these games are designed for this operating system, performance may suffer.





Some Definitions





MS-DOS Mode: This occurs when the computer exits Windows completely and runs from DOS. Windows is now no longer running.  This mode is also available by pressing F8 at the beginning of the boot-up and selecting the Command Prompt Only option.





DOS Window: This is a virtual window in which DOS runs.  Although Windows is still running in the background, most DOS functions will work.





Boot Disk: A bootable (system) disk that contains specially configured CONFIG.SYS and AUTOEXEC.BAT files. These specially configured files usually provide unique computer memory configurations needed for games to work properly.





The Main Mis-Understanding


There are a number of ways to configure DOS games in order to operate under Win '95. To ensure that games that previously worked on your computer still do, keep the settings needed for your DOS environment. These files contain sound card, CD-ROM, and mouse drivers that configure your computer for the DOS environment. The original AUTOEXEC.BAT and CONFIG.SYS are renamed and stored as CONFIG.DOS and AUTOEXEC.DOS after your Win '95 upgrade.  If you didn’t upgrade to Windows ‘95 and you purchased your system with Windows ‘95 pre-installed, you will not likely have the AUTOEXEC.DOS and CONFIG.DOS files.  Windows has its own configuration files that are only active when you are inside Windows.  What can you do if you do not have an AUTOEXEC.DOS or a CONFIG.DOS on your system?   You will need to contact the place where you purchased your machine or the respective manufacturers for your hardware for instructions on running them in DOS MODE for Windows ‘95.


 


The easiest way to configure your machine to run a variety of DOS games is to create a boot disk that optimizes memory and loads specific drivers needed for game play.





The Win ‘95 Virtual Boot Disk


Win '95 has a capability similar to the boot disk known as MS-DOS mode. Create a SHORTCUT that uses these special DOS settings to run a DOS program. After running the program, Windows restarts and uses its own configuration files.





You  must first be sure that your CD ROM, Mouse and Sound Card drivers are installed for the MS DOS environment.  To check for these drivers do the following:





Click on START and choose SHUTDOWN.  Select the Re-Start in MS DOS Mode option.�



Once you are at the DOS prompt (C:\>), insert a CD in your CD ROM drive and change to this drive (i.e.,  if your CD ROM drive is D, type D: and press Enter).  Then type DIR and press Enter.  If you get a listing of files, your computer appears to be accessing the CD ROM drive and your CD ROM drivers must be loaded in the DOS environment.  If you have difficulty with this step and you receive errors, your CD ROM driver may not be present in the DOS environment.  At this point you will need to contact the place where you purchased the machine and inform them of the situation.  They will be able to help you install these drivers.  Type C: and press Enter to return to your C drive.


At the C prompt (C:\>) type EDIT and press Enter.  You will now be in the DOS Editor.  Move your mouse and watch for a mouse pointer.  If you see a mouse pointer, your mouse driver is available for DOS and you will be able to use it for your DOS games.  If you don’t see a mouse pointer, your mouse driver may not be installed in the DOS environment.  At this point you will need to contact the place where you purchased the machine and inform them of the situation.  They will be able to help you install the mouse drivers on your system.  To exit the Editor, hit ALT F to bring down the FILE menu and select X for EXIT.  You should be back at your C prompt.


To test your Sound Blaster( or compatible sound card, change to the directory that contains the information regarding your sound card and run the test program.  Make a note of the IRQ (Interrupt), DMA and I/O Address for the card.  Many games' setup screens request this information.  Make sure you hear music when the test is playing.  If you don’t hear music or the test doesn’t detect your sound card, the drivers may not be present in the DOS environment.  At this point you will need to contact the place where you purchased the machine or the manufacturer of the sound card.  They will be able to help you install the drivers on your system or show you how to configure your sound card..








Here's What You Do:


Install the DOS game according to instructions provided by the game manual.


Choose START and then RUN.


Type X:\INSTALL  (X represents the drive where your installation disk is)


Follow the on screen instructions for the game you are installing.


Once the installation is complete, you will return to Win '95


�


Create a SHORTCUT to the game you recently installed and want to run.


Right click once on an open (blank) area of your desktop.  The next prompt is a pull down menu from which you choose NEW.  You will now be prompted with another pull down menu and you need to choose SHORTCUT.  Create the SHORTCUT for the specified game.


Right click your newly created icon and select -PROPERTIES- from the pull down menu.


Click on the -PROGRAM- Tab at the top of the  Properties Window.


** If you require any batch files or additional drivers to run prior to starting the game (i.e.  UNIVBE, VESA drivers, M64VBE.COM) insert the file, including the full path, in the BATCH FILE text box.   (i.e.,  C:\UNIVBE\UNIVBE.EXE) �


Click on the -ADVANCED- button at the bottom of the Properties Window


Select the -MS-DOS MODE- radio button.


Select - Specify a new MS-DOS configuration- radio button


�


Open Notepad (Click on Start, then RUN, and type in NOTEPAD and press enter)


**IMPORTANT** You are about to open your DOS system files in the next few steps.  If you are ever asked to Save Changes, be sure to state NO.  If you save any changes to these files, it may cause your DOS environment to become unstable.


Open the file CONFIG.DOS located on your C drive, (i.e., C:\)


** Not e ** Notepad will automatically try to open only TEXT files (files with a TXT extension).  Click on FILE TYPE and change this to All Files (*.*).  You will now see a listing for CONFIG.DOS and AUTOEXEC.DOS.


�


Highlight the lines for the drivers you wish to copy from this file to the ADVANCED PROGRAM SETTINGS.


 �


Select, COPY (CTRL + C), and switch back to the ADVANCED PROGRAM SETTINGS Window.  Position the cursor where you want to place the line, then right click the mouse and choose PASTE.  The line containing the driver information will be placed into the Advanced Program Settings -CONFIG.SYS- window.


Never save the changes when prompted.


Switch back to Notepad


Open AUTOEXEC.DOS within Notepad (using the same method you did when opening the CONFIG.DOS above).  ** If you are asked to save changes, select NO.


Highlight the drivers you wish to copy from this file to the ADVANCED PROGRAM SETTINGS.  Select COPY and PASTE driver information into the Advanced Program Settings -AUTOEXEC.BAT- window.  ** If you are asked to save changes select NO.





Some Examples





** NOTE: **  Do not copy these lines.  You must use configuration parameters (drivers) specific to your computer.  The following are only examples.  The location of lines you require are in your CONFIG.DOS and AUTOEXEC.DOS.





Example CD-ROM configuration drivers:


Config


     DEVICEHIGH=C:\DOS\MTMCDAE.SYS /D:MSCD001 /P:300 /A:0 /M:20


Autoexec


     C:\DOS\MSCDEX.EXE /D:MSCD001 /M:10 





Example Sound Card configurations:


Config


     DEVICE=C:\SPRO\DRV\SBPRO.SYS /UNIT=0 /BLASTER=A:220 I:5 D:1


Autoexec


     SET BLASTER=A220 I5 D1 T4


     SET SOUND=C:\SBPRO


     C:\SBPRO\SBP-SET /M:12 /VOC:12 /CD:12 /FM:12 /LINE:12





Example Mouse settings:


Config


     DEVICE=C:\MOUSE.SYS


Autoexec


     C:\MOUSE.COM





When you double click this icon, a DOS session with a new environment is configured.  When you exit the game, windows will restart with its original settings. Just like a boot disk.  Additional information is available on creating Shortcuts and configuring DOS applications, is available in your Windows '95 manual and by using the Help function.
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