UnixWorld Online: "PC-Unix Connection": May 1994: TABLE: Build or Buy: Weighing the Issues

BUILD BUY

FOR

Selection of components from several suppliers keeps costs down, quality up. Buy and load your own software; get the latest release Integrate leading-edge CPUs, disk controllers, video cards Choose and install your own peripheral any time

AGAINST

No promise to work with anything but DOS/Windows You’re on your own with operating system-related problems Find and fix the problems yourself.

AGAINST

Most components more expensive; little or no control over brands Preloaded with suppored operating systems, which may be vendor-modified or an older version May be older, slower technology; may have corners cut to increase margins. May be pressured to buy vendor add-ons

FOR

Guaranteed to work with supported operating system, peripherals Single point of contact for service and support